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Chinese culture has been developing for thousands of years, and formed a unique 
cultural system and aesthetic perspective. This thesis is based on the research of how 
to use Chinese traditions properly in contemporary art design, and how to apply and 
transform the visual forms and valuation system of Chinese elements in order to 
create design containing traditional cultural connotation, and according with modern 
aesthetic consciousness. 
The thesis attempts to interpret and analyze Chinese cultural elements and 
experiences, information existing in human memory system which is influencing 
modern design. In addition, it also indicates contemporary significance of space 
design through the utilization in modern environmental art design with the elements 
which composing Chinese traditional visual patterns.  
There are three parts in this paper. The first part briefly talks about some 
concepts of cognitive psychology. And it mainly includes the definition and 
classification of memory in cognitive psychology theories, the connection between 
psychology and art design, and focusing on the impacts memory and creativity brings 
to human activity. The second part concentrates on the visual patterns of Chinese 
elements in traditional culture, and specifically analyzes the categories of the visual 
patterns of Chinese elements in traditional culture. The third part explores the 
applications of the visual patterns, and analysis on specific cases is adopted for 
understanding the applications in modern environmental art design. 
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